
Minutes of the Village Council of Sparta, Kent County, Michigan

Regular Meeting of
Monday, August 12, 2019, 7:00 pm
160 E. Division Street (Sparta Township Hall)
Present:

President Kristi Dougan; Council Members Brenda Braybrook, Robert Carlstom, David Cumings, 


Christine Robinson, and Robert Whalen (7 pm arrival)
Also Present:
Village Manager Julius Suchy; DPW Supervisor Dennis Brinks; Downtown Development 


Authority Director Elizabeth Morse; Gary Nestle, IA; Village Engineer Kevin E. Koster, P.E., of 


Prein & Newhof; and Village Clerk Toni Potes
Absent:

Council Member Betty VanPatten
1. / 2. Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting was called to order by President Dougan at 7 pm, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call: Formal roll call was taken. Those in attendance are noted above.
4. Additions or Corrections to Business and Consent Agenda

Consent Agenda:

a. Approve Regular Village Council Meeting Minutes of July 8, 2019
b. Accept Regular DDA Meeting Minutes of July 9, 2019

c. Accept Regular Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of August 5, 2019

d. Resolution 19–28: A Resolution to Designate September 20, 2019, as “Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Recognition Day”
5. Approval of Consent Agenda AND Business Agenda: Motion by Braybrook, second by Cumings, to approve the Consent and Business Agendas. Motion carried 6 to 0.
6. Public Comment for Agenda Items—Please note: This Public Comment portion of the meeting is reserved for comment on agenda items: No public comment.
7. Public Hearing
a. Ordinance #19–06: An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 58 “Streets, Sidewalks and Other Places” of the Sparta Village Code of Ordinances to Add Sec. 58–19 “Violation”
Public Hearing opened at 7:02 pm
No public comment.

Public Hearing closed at 7:03 pm
8. Old Business
a. Select Date for Joint Meeting with Planning Commission: The Council selected September 16, 2019, at 7 pm at the Civic Center as the joint meeting date, time and location. The DDA will discuss proposed meeting dates with the Village Council at their August 13, 2019, meeting.
9. New Business
a. Consider Ordinance #19–06—An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 58 “Streets, Sidewalks and Other Places” of the Sparta Village Code of Ordinances to add Sec. 58–19 “Violation”: Motion by Whalen, second by Carlstrom, to approve Ordinance #19–06. Motion carried 6 to 0.
b. Consider Rogers Park Bench Donation Application from Joan Soares: Motion by Whalen, second by Robinson, to accept the Rogers Park Bench donation. Motion carried 6 to 0. 
c. Proclamation #19–02—Apple of My Eye Week September 23–27, 2019: DDA Director Morse stated this is the only event of its type in the country, and it will follow the Apple Fest. Motion by Carlstrom, second by Cumings, to approve Proclamation 19–02. Motion carried 6 to 0.
d. Resolution #19–27—A Resolution Appointing Martin Coaker as Airport Manager of Sparta Municipal Airport: Mr. Coaker could not be present, but his wife was present. Motion by Braybrook, second by Robinson, to approve Resolution #19–27. Motion carried 6 to 0.
e. West Michigan Arts Council Opportunity, Chamber/DDA: DDA Director Morse stated that the West Michigan Arts Council wants to move its office to Sparta and is looking for office space.
f. Consider Proposal from Prein & Newhof for Construction Engineering Services for Pine Street Utility Improvement Project for an amount not to exceed $5,700.00: Motion by Cumings, second by Carlstrom, to approve Prein & Newhoff’s proposal for the Pine Street Utility Improvement Project in an amount not to exceed $5,700. Motion carried 6 to 0.
g. Consider Award of Pine Street Utility Improvement Project Bid to West Michigan Dirtworks for an amount not to exceed $56,752.17: Motion by Whalen, second by Braybrook, to award West Michigan Dirtworks the Pint Street Utility Improvement Project in an amount not to exceed $56,751.17. Motion carried 6 to 0.
h. Consider Award of W. Gardner Sewer Lining Project Bid to Insituform Technologies for an amount not to exceed $37,867.40 with an optional item for Fiber Optic Temperature Monitoring for an additional $1,230.00: Motion by Whalen, second by Robinson, to award Insituform Technologies the W. Gardner Sewer Lining Project in an amount to not exceed $37,867.40 and approve the additional amount for fiber optic temperature monitoring not to exceed $1,230. Motion carried 6 to 0.
i. Consider S. Elm St. Utility and Street Improvement Pay Application #1 in the amount of $282,682.09 to CL Trucking & Excavating: Motion by Whalen, second by Braybrook, to pay $282,682.09 to CL Trucking & Excavating for S. Elm Street Utility and Street Improvement’s Pay      Application #1 in the amount of $282,682.09. Motion carried 6 to 0.
j. Consider Proposal from Prein & Newhof for Construction Engineering Services for S. Union to Maple Street Storm Sewer Utility Improvement Project for an amount not to exceed $5,000.00: Motion by Robinson, second by Carlstrom, to accept Prein & Newhof’s proposal for construction engineering services for S. Union to Maple Street Storm Sewer Utility Improvement Project in an amount not to exceed $5,000. Motion carried 6 to 0. 
k. Consider Award of S. Union to Maple Street Storm Sewer Utility Improvement Project Bid to  Fisher-Idema Excavating for an amount not to exceed $84,535: Motion by Carlstrom, second by Whalen, to award Fisher-Idema Excavating the S. Union to Maple Street Storm Sewer Utility Improvement Project in an amount not to exceed $84,535. Motion carried 6 to 0.
l. Resolution #19–29—A Resolution Authorizing the Village Manager sign MDOT Sponsor Contract No. 2019–0923 for Land Acquisition for Runway Project Zone: Motion by Braybrook, second by Cumings, to approve Resolution #19–29. Motion carried 6 to 0.
m. Consider New Hanger Land Lease Agreement with Bruce Whipple and Scott Dykstra: Motion by Braybrook, second by Cumings, to approve the new hanger land lease agreement with Bruce Whipple and Scott Dykstra conditional upon review and approval by the Airport Committee. Motion carried 6 to 0.
n. Consider Approval of Avigation Easement Obstruction Removal Settlement: Noting a correction on page 2 under Negotiations, the last sentence of the first paragraph shall read: “Our insurance carrier would be responsible for $18,000 in costs and the Village would have to pay its $2,500 deductible, billed to the airport, if the settlement is approved.” Motion by Whalen, second by Braybrook, to approve the Avigation Easement Obstruction Removal Settlement. Motion carried 6 to 0.
10. Committee Reports: Whalen updated for SRA that the project is moving forward. Field construction is this week and wraps up in September. Irrigation and concession stand is yet to come. Thank you Dennis Brinks for the water/sewer hookup. The first layer of paving will be soon.
11. Village Manager & Departments Reports: Gary Nestle, IA, reported that there will be more control testing. The polishing pond is unhappy, causing a problem. A sludge inventory will be done August 14, 2019. Testing will be conducted on the pond and sludge. Testing and cleaning might be a fast moving event. He introduced his replacement, Adam Philips from Baldwin. Village Manager Suchy elaborated on the FOG Program from his August 9, 2019, report. Kevin E. Koster, P.E., highlighted the lead and copper ruling. He updated the Council and presented a lead goose neck pipe.
12. Communications: Whalen would like to see the numbers to jack up the downtown crosswalks, railroad track area and utility covers.
13. Payment of Bills: Motion by Cumings, second by Robinson, to approve payment of the June 7 and 24, 2019, payable runs. Motion carried 6 to 0. Motion by Robinson, second by Whalen, to approve the July  8, 12 and 26 payable runs. Motion carried 6 to 0. Noted by President Dougan that paying for a sign costing $1,000 was part of the acceptance agreement of a grant.
June 7 & June 24, 2019, Payable Runs

     July 8, July 12 & July 26, 2019, Payable Runs
	(101) General Fund
	$68,916.51

	(202) Major Street Fund
	$2,648.70

	(203) Local Street Fund
	$6,288.36

	(208) SRA Park Fund 
	$1,813.48

	(250) Downtown Development Authority
	$13,759.11

	(351) Capital Improvement Bond
	–

	(376) 2008 USDA Sewer Debt
	–

	(381) Water Redemption Fund
	–

	(401) Sidewalk Fund
	$2,654.38

	(581) Airport 
	23,476.33

	(590) Sewer Department Fund
	$37,214.85

	(591) Water Department Fund
	$14,999.23

	(592) Sewer Capital Improvement Fund
	$4,165.00

	(593) Water Capital Improvement Fund
	–

	(661) Equipment Rental Fund
	$7,070.00

	(730) Payroll Benefits
	$1,851.72

	Total
	$184,858.17


	(101) General Fund
	$92,080.76

	(202) Major Street Fund
	$5,166.13

	(203) Local Street Fund
	$12,905.79

	(208) SRA Park Fund
	$24,536.53

	(250) Downtown Development Authority
	$3,265.29

	(351) Capital Improvement Bond
	–

	(376) 2008 USDA Sewer Debt
	$791.46

	(381) Water Redemption Fund
	–

	(401) Sidewalk Fund
	$2,784.90

	(581) Airport 
	$26,115.28

	(590) Sewer Department Fund
	$28,399.94

	(591) Water Department Fund
	$21,255.39

	(592) Sewer Capital Improvement Fund
	$46,122.66

	(593) Water Capital Improvement Fund
	–

	(661) Equipment Rental Fund
	$3,029.86

	(730) Payroll Benefits
	–

	Total
	$266,453.99


14. Public Comment: Rod Harrison of 11881 Fruit Ridge Avenue, Kent City MI 49330, brought to the Council an issue from 2014: his eight-year-old son was assaulted in the school, involving three school staff members.      He gave some background and audio recorded his time before the Council. He is working with David Price.     He wants the Rodney Harrison evidence that’s in the Village of Sparta’s police department. He distributed an online document of Michigan Legislature Section 64.1. He wants Police Chief Milanowski investigated for his connection with protecting the school. He wants the Council’s support and for Council to work with him.      He’s alleging tampering with evidence charges and wants to know how we are going to move forward. President Dougan thanked Mr. Harrison for bringing this to the Council’s attention. 
15. Executive Session—None.
16. Council Member Announcements: None.
17. Adjournment: President Dougan adjourned the meeting at 8:34 pm by executive decision. The next regular Village Council meeting will be Monday, September 9, 2019, at 7 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

—Toni Potes
Village Clerk
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